The following is a description of ETwA tournament policy on what to do if there is a tie for a qualifying place. Examples are:

(a) National Singles with the top four players of each league going through to the Final, and there is a tie for 4th place in a league;
(b) National Pairs where there is a top four play-off (e.g. after an initial all-play-all), and there is a tie for 4th position.
ETwA recognises that it is not normally desirable for tied pairs to play an additional tie-break game in this situation as to do so would adversely impact the timing of the rest of the tournament. Further, it becomes completely impractical if there is a three-way tie for the qualifying position. 

Instead, the decision on which of the tied pairs qualifies will be decided on the following basis.

(1) The pair with the greatest proportion of wins will qualify. For the purposes of this rule, a 3½-3½ draw counts as “half a win”. 
(2) If the tied pairs have an equal proportion of wins, then the pair that obtained the highest average p.p.g. in games against those finishing higher and equal with the pair will qualify. 
(3) In the unlikely event that criteria (1) and (2) haven’t sorted it out, the qualifier will be decided by a squidge-off competition (with who goes first decided randomly).

ETwA is well aware that there are other possible tie-breaking systems which are not being adopted. The most important thing is that we have a tie-breaking system that is KNOWN TO ALL IN ADVANCE, and that is reasonably fair to the competitors. 
Note:

(a) When there is a tie for the final winner of a major tournament (rather than a qualification place), then it remains the case that there should be a play-off game, as has happened previously in both the National Singles and the National Pairs. In less major competitions (such as the London Open) the precedent is for the title to be shared in the event of a tie for first place. 
(b) If there is a tie for a position other than 1st place at the end of a major tournament, it remains the case that the position is shared. For example, if two pairs end the tournament equal with the second highest score, then they will share second place (even if they have won a different number of games).
